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1310.10 General. Subpart A—General
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1310.13 Maintenance of vehicles.
: : Under the authority of sections 640(i) and
1310.14 | t f ehicles at
imeof ddivery, o B45A(D)(9) of the Head Start Act (42 U.SC.
1310.15 Operation of vehicles. 9801 et seq.), this part prescribes regyl ations
1310.16 Driver qualifications. on s_afety features and the gaf_e Operation .Of .
131017 Driver and bus monitor vehicles used to transport children participating
' training in Head Start and Early Head Start programs.
' Under the authority of sections
197
§1310.2 45 CFR Ch. X111 (10-1-05 Edition)

644(a) and (c) and 645A(b)(9) of the Head Early Head Start, and delegate agencies to
Start Act, this part aso requires Head Start,

provide training in pedestrian safety and to



make reasonable efforts to coordinate
trangportation resources to control costs and to
improve the quality and the availability of
transportation services.

§ 1310.2 Applicability.

(@) Thisrule appliesto all Head Start and Early
Head Start agencies, and their delegate
agencies (hereafter, agency or agencies),
including those that provide transportation
services, with the exceptions provided in this
section, regardless of whether such
transportation is provided directly on agency
owned or leased vehicles or through
arrangement with a private or public
transportation provider. Transportation services
to children served under the home-based
Option for Head Start and Early Head Start
services are excluded from the requirements of
45 CFR 1310.12, 1310.15(c), and 1310.16.
Except when there is an applicable State or
local requirement that sets a higher standard on
a matter covered by this part, agencies must
comply with requirements of this part.

(b) Sections 1310.12(a) and 1310.22(a) of this
part are effective January 18, 2006. Sections
1310.11 and 1310.15(c) of this part are
effective June 21, 2004. Paragraph (c) of this
section and 8§ 1310.12(b) of this part are
effective February 20, 2001. All other
provisions of this part are effective January 18,
2002.

(c) Effective February 20, 2001 an agency may
request a waiver of specific requirements of
this part, except for the requirements of this
paragraph. Requests for waivers must be made
in writing to the responsible Health and Human
Services (HHS) official, as part of an agency’s
annual application for financial assistance or
amendment thereto, based on good cause.
“*Good cause’’ for a waiver will exist when
adherence to a requirement of this part would

itself create a safety hazard in the
circumstances faced by the agency. Under no
circumstance will the cost of complying with
one or more of the specific requirements of this
part constitute good cause. The responsible
HHS official is not authorized to waive

"Transportation services to
children served under the home-
based Option for Head Start and

Early Head Start services are
excluded from the requirements

any requirements of the Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards (FMV SS) made applicable to
any class of vehicle under 49 CFR part 571.
The responsible HHS official shall have the
right to require such documentation as the
official deems necessary in support of arequest
for a waver. Approvals of walver requests
must be in writing, be signed by the
responsible HHS official, and be based on
good cause.

[66 FR 5311, Jan. 18, 2001, as amended at 69
FR 2517, Jan. 16, 2004]

8§ 1310.3 Definitions.

Agency as used in this regulation means a
Head Start or Early Head Start or delegate
agency unless otherwise designated.

Agency Providing Transportation Services
means an agency providing transportation
sarvices, either directly or through another
arrangement with a private or public
transportation provider, to children enrolled in
its Head Start or Early Head Start program.



"Agency Providing Transportation
Services means an agency
providing transportation services,
either directly or through another
arrangement with a private or
public transportation provider, to
children enrolled in its Head Start
or Early Head Start program."

Allowable Alternate Vehicle means a vehicle
designed for carrying eleven or more people,
including the driver, that meets all the Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standards applicable to
school buses, except 49 CFR 571.108 and
571.131.

Bus monitor means a person with specific
responsibilities for assisting the driver in
ensuring the safety of the children while they
ride, board, or exit the vehicle and for assisting
the driver during emergencies.

Child Restraint System means any device
designed to restrain, seat, or position children
who weigh 50 pounds or less which meets the
requirements of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard No. 213, Child Restraint Systems, 49
CFR 571.213.

Commercial Driver’'s License (CDL) means a
license issued by a State or other jurisdiction,
in accordance with the standards contained in
49 CFR part 383, to an individual which
authorizes the individual to operate a class of
commercial motor vehicles.

Delegate Agency means alocal public or
private not-profit or for-profit agency to which
aHead Start or Early Head Start agency has
delegated all or part of its regponsibility for
operation of a Head Start program.
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Test Questions:

Select the correct "True" or "False" option.

1. Agency Providing Transportation Services means only an
agency providing transportation services directly to children
enrolled in its Head Start or Early Head Start program. (1310.3)

[] True [] False

2. Bus monitor means a person with specific responsibilities for
assisting the driver in ensuring the safety of the children while
they ride, board, or exit the vehicle and for assisting the driver

during emergencies. (1310.3)
[] True [ ] False



3. Child Restraint System means any device designed to restrain,
seat, or position children who is a behavioral problem while being

transported. (1310.3)

[] True [] False

Office of Human Development Services,
HHS

Early Head Start Agency means a public or
private nonprofit or for-profit agency or
delegate agency designated to operate an Early
Head Start program pursuant to Section 645A
of the Head Start Act.

Early Head Start Program means a program
of services provided by an Early Head Start
Agency funded under the Head Start Act.

Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards
(FMVSS) means the National Highway and
Traffic Safety Administration’s standards for
motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment
(49 CFR part 571) established under section
30111 of Title 49, United States Code.

Fixed route means the established routes to be
traveled on a regular basis by vehicles that
transport children to and from Head Start or
Early Head Start program activities, and which
include specifically designated stops where
children board or exit the vehicle.

"Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards (FMVSS) means the
National Highway and Traffic
Safety Administration’s standards
for motor vehicles and motor
vehicle equipment”

Head Start Agency, means a local public or
private non-profit or for-profit agency

§1310.10

designated to operate a Head Start program
pursuant to Section 641 of the Head Start Act.

Head Start Program means a program of
services provided by a Head Start agency or
delegate agency and funded under the Head
Start Act.

National Driver Register means the Nationd
Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s
automated system for assisting State driver
license officias in obtaining information
regarding the driving records of individuals
who have been denied licenses for cause; had
their licenses denied for cause, had their
licerses canceled, revoked, or suspended for
cause, or have been convicted of certain
serious driving offenses.

National Standards for School Buses and
School Bus Operations means the
recommendations resulting from the Eleventh
National Conference on School Transportation,
May 1990, published by the National Safety
Council, Chicago, lllinois.

Reverse beeper means a device which
automatically sounds an intermittent alarm
whenever the vehicle is engaged in reverse.

School Bus means a motor vehicle designed
for carrying 11 or more persons



(including the driver) and which complies with
the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards
applicable to school buses.

Seat Belt Cutter means a special device that
may be used in an emergency to rapidly cut
through the seat belts used on vehiclesin
conjunction with child restraint systems.

State means any of the several States of the
United States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, any territory or
possession of the United States, or any agency
or instrumentality of a State exclusive of local
governments.

Transportation Services means the planned
transporting of children to and from sites
where an agency provides services funded
under the Head Start Act. Transportation
services can involve the pick-up and discharge
of children at regularly scheduled times and
pre-arranged Sites, including trips between
children’'s homes and program settings. The
term includes services provided directly by the
Head Start and Early Head Start grantee or
delegate agency ad services which such
agencies arrange to be provided by another
organization or an individual. Incidental trips,
such as transporting a sick child home before
the end of the day, or such as might be required
to transport small groups of children to and
from necessary services, are not included under
the term.

Trip routing means the determination of the
fixed routes to be traveled on a regular basis
for the purpose of transporting children to and
from the Head Start or Early Head Start
program or activities.

Subpart B—Transportation
Requirements

§1310.10 General.

(&) Each agency must assist as many families
as possible who need transportation in order
for their children to attend the program in
obtaining that transportation.

(b) When an agency has decided not to provide
transportation services, either for al or a
portion of the children, it must provide
reasonable assistance to the families of such
children to arrange transportation to and from
its

"When an agency has decided
not to provide transportation
services, either for all or a

portion of the children, it must
provide reasonable assistance
to the families of such children
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Test Questions:

Select the correct "True" or "False" option.



4. National Driver Register means the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration’s automated system for assisting State
driver license officials in obtaining information regarding the
driving records of individuals who have been denied licenses for
cause; had their licenses denied for cause, had their licenses
canceled, revoked, or suspended for cause, or have been convicted
of certain serious driving offenses. (1310.3)

[] True [] False

5. Seat Belt Cutter means the person who in an emergency is to
cut through the seat belts used in agency vehicles. (1310.3)
[] True [] False

6. Each agency must assist as many families as possible who
need transportation in order for their children to attend the
program in obtaining that transportation. (1310.10)

[ ] True [ ] False

§1310.11 45 CFR Ch. X111 (10-1-05 Edition)
activities. The specific types of assistance (2) safety equipment for use in an emergency,
being offered must be made clear to Al including a charged fire extinguisher that
prospective  families in the program’s is properly mounted near the driver's seat
recruitment announcements. and asign indicating its location;

(3) a first aid kit and a sign indicating the

(c) Each agency providing transportation location of such equipment; and

services is responsible for compliance with the _
applicable requirements of this Part. When an  (4) a seat belt cutter for use in an emergency
agency provides transportation through another evacuation and a sign indicating its
organization or an individual, the agency must location.

ensure the compliance of the transportation
provider with the requirements of this part. “"Each agency providing
(d) Each agency providing transportation || transportation services, must
services, must ensure that each vehicle used in || €nsure that each vehicle used in

providing such services is equipped with: providing such services is
equipped with a seat belt cutter
(1) a communication system to cal for for use in an emergency

assistance in case of an emergency: evacuation and a sign indicating
its location."




(e) Each agency providing transportation
services must ensure that any auxiliary seating,
such as temporary or folding jump seats, used
in vehicles of any type providing such services
are built into the vehicle by the manufacturer
as part of its standard design, are maintained in
proper working order, and are inspected as part
of the annual inspection required under 8§
1310.13(a) of this subpart.

(f) Each agency providing transportation
services must ensure that all accidents
involving vehicles that transport children
receiving such services are reported in
accordance with applicable State requirements.

(9) Each agency must ensure that children are
only released to a parent or legal guardian, or
other individua identified in writing by the
parent or legal guardian. This regulation
applies when children are not transported and
are picked up from the classroom, as well as
when they are dropped off by a vehicle
Agencies must maintain lists of the persons,
including aternates in case of emergency, and
up-to-date child rosters must be maintained at
all times to ensure that no child is left behind,
either at the classroom or on the vehicle at the
end of the route.

"Agencies must maintain lists of

the persons, including alternates

in case of emergency, and up-to-
date child rosters must be

maintained at all times to ensure

that no child is left behind, either

at the classroom or on the vehicle
at the end of the route."

§ 1310.11 Child Restraint Systems.

() Effective June 21, 2004, each agency
providing transportation services must ensure
that each vehicle used to transport children
receiving such services is equipped for use of
height- and weight-appropriate child safety
restraint systems.

(b) The responsible HHS official may approve

a request to extend the effective date under

paragraph (a) of this section to not later than

January 20, 2006, if:

(1) Notification is received by March 1, 2004
that such a request to the responsible HHS
officia will be forthcoming; and

(2) The request for an extension is submitted
by April 1, 2004 with information
documenting that an extension through the
period requested (but not later than
January 20, 2006) would be in the best
interest of the children served by the Head
Start or Early Head Start programs, as set
out in guidance provided by HHS.

[69 FR 2517, Jan. 16, 2004]

§ 1310.12 Required use of School Buses
or Allowable Alternate Vehicles.

(&) Effective January 18, 2006, each agency
providing transportation services must ensure
that children enrolled in its program are
transported in school buses or alowable
aternate vehicles that are equipped for use of
height- and weight-appropriate child restraint
systems, and that have reverse beepers. As
provided in 45 CFR 1310.2(a), this paragraph
does not apply to transportation services to
children served under the home-based option
for Head Start and Early Head Start.

(b) Effective February 20, 2001, each Head
Start ad Early Head Start agency receiving



permission from the responsible HHS official must ensure that the funds are used to purchase
to purchase a vehicle with grant funds for use  avehicle that is either a school bus or an

in providing transportation servicesto children  allowable alternate vehicle and is equipped

in its program or a delegate agency’ s program
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Test Questions:
Select the correct "True" or "False" option.

7. Each agency providing transportation services, must ensure
that each vehicle used in providing such services is equipped with
a charged fire extinguisher that is properly mounted near the
center of the vehicle and a sign indicating its location. (1310.11)

[] True [] False

8. Each agency must ensure that children are only released to a
parent or legal guardian, or other individual identified in writing
by the parent or legal guardian. (1310.12)

[] True [] False

Last Name

First Initial

Location

Answers: 1-F, 2-T, 3-F, 4-T, 5-F, 6-T, 7-F, 8-T



